October 31, 2025

On Facebook:

From the Desk of Mayor Frank Nunziato

Happy Halloween! | hope everyone has a fun and safe day! Please
remember to drive carefully and be respectful to pedestrians.

As you’ve probably heard, today is the last day for the foreseea-
ble future that people who rely on SNAP benefits to buy food can
access the money in their SNAP accounts.

Fortunately, we do have safety nets here in Rutherford, and

the surrounding area, for people in need. Our Social Services
Director, Genevieve Kacmarcik works tirelessly throughout the
year helping residents navigate state, county and local agencies,
depending on their particular hardship. Genevieve is definitely an
unsung hero in our town and has a wealth of knowledge when it
comes to navigating systems most of us are fortunate enough to
not need.

But hard times can happen unexpectedly, and | want our res-
idents to know that Genevieve offers valuable resources and

is sensitive to protecting her clients’ anonymity and personal
information. She also liaises with the Rutherford Community Food
Pantry and refers clients there based on need, which is typically
determined by many factors.

However, in light of the current SNAP issue, Genevieve and the
Food Pantry Board want residents to know that those facing food
insecurity can access the Pantry by showing proof of Ruther-
ford residency along with their SNAP card. An appointment is
required and they will be given designated shopping times
in the Pantry. More documents are required for those looking
to sign up for the Pantry on an ongoing basis, but Genevieve can
answer any questions. You can call her at 201-460-3028.

While our local Pantry can only house non-perishable items, two
other pantries in Bergen County - the Center for Food Action

in Hackensack and Saddle Brook as well as the YMCA in East
Rutherford offer perishable foods.

Genevieve has also put together a web page that lists many other
resources, including energy assistance, utilities, housing and
legal, that all residents may find helpful.

If you’re in need of support, please reach out to Genevieve. I'm
proud of the incredible work she does. | can tell you she does it
all with sensitivity to her clients’ privacy, so please don’t hesitate
to reach out to her. The Food Pantry board is also keeping a
close eye on inventory and they have let me know that the next
few weeks may bring a new level of need. They will be publicizing
specific needs based on careful observation of how the Pantry is
accessed once the SNAP freeze takes full effect.

Please visit the Borough Social Services page:
www.rutherfordboronj.com /departments/social-services for
more information.

- Mayor Frank Nunziato
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== Tuesday, Nov. 4®
Polls are Open 6:00am-8:00pm

The Official Mail-In Ballots for the General Election have been mailed
out to voters with Active Vote By Mail Requests. To check your status
contact the Bergen County Clerk’s office at 201-336-7020 or email
bergencountynj.gov.

Mail-In Ballots must be postmarked on or before Election Day or
may be deposited into any Secure Ballot Drop Box within Bergen Coun-
ty, no later than 8:00 pm on Election Day. For your convenience, there
is a Drop Box located in front of Borough Hall, 176 Park Avenue. Mail-
In ballots may also be delivered to 1 Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack
prior to 8:00 pm on Election Day.

In-Person Early Voting is available from October 25th through Novem-
ber 2nd, 2025. Kindly check the County website for locations at

https://www.bergencountyclerk.gov/elections.

Results: For results of the General Elections kindly visit the County
website at https://www.bergencountyclerk.gov/Election/.

Please call the Clerk’s office at 201-460-3001 with any questions.
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Upcoming Health Events

Call the Public Health Nurse for appoinments
& more information! (201) 460-3020

Elu Clinics
November 3rd 4:30pm - 6:30 pm (18 years +)
November 4th 8:30am - 10:30 am (65 years +)

Reverend Ray Frazier Way

On Monday, October 27th, EIm Street was dedicated “Reverend Ray Frazier
Way.” When you’re in the neighborhood of Washington Ave and EIm Street,
stop by and remember a great pillar of the Rutherford community.
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Councilwoman Christie Del Rey-Cone
cdelrey-cone@rutherfordboronj.com

Hello neighbors. Food insecurity exists in our town and
everywhere. Presently, 305 Rutherford households
receive SNAP benefits and, as of Saturday, they will be
without that benefit for an unknown period of time. As we
float around town on Halloween, please consider helping
your neighbors by bringing a contribution by Borough Hall.
| will be out front with some of my colleagues accepting
donations. Please see the additional information in today’s
newsletter as a guide for items needed for donation. Gift
cards to local grocers (our Borough bus goes to Shop Rite,
for example) are extremely helpful to allow folks to buy
fresh goods that meet their family’s needs. We will have
lockboxes for the gift cards and, after Halloween, those
lock boxes will be placed in the Borough Clerk’s office to
accept additional donations. If you have questions, please
reach out. Our own food pantry will have a right of first
refusal for items they believe they need. In collaboration
with County Commissioner Tracy Silna Zur and the Coun-
ty, excess will be taken to the food pantry at the Meadow-
lands YMCA. Please share, thank you for your support and

have a safe and wonderful Halloween!
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Councilman Ray Guzman
rguzman@rutherfordboronj.com

Police Liaison: Please see the below Public Notice about
the Rutherford Police Department’s final stages of the
NJSACOP Accreditation process:

The Rutherford Police Department is scheduled for an on-site
assessment as part of its program to achieve accreditation by
verifying that it meets recognized professional best practices.

Administered by the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police,
the accreditation program requires agencies to comply with best
practice standards in five basic areas: the administrative

function, the personnel function, the operations function, the
investigative function, and the arrestee/detainee function.

Agency employees and the public are invited to offer comments

by calling 201-939-6000 Ext. #5221 on Thursday, November 13th,
2025 between the hours of 10am and 11am. Comments will be
taken by the Assessment Team. Email comments can be sent to the
police department at Administration@rutherfordpd.com

Telephone comments are limited to 5 minutes and must address the
agency’s ability to comply with the NJSACOP standards.

Please contact Sergeant Bruce Reed, Accreditation Manager at
201-939-6000 Ext. #5307 for more information.

Anyone wishing to submit written comments about the Rutherford
Police Department’s ability to comply with the standards for accredi-
tation may send them by email to Harry ] Delgado, Ed.S Accreditation
Program Director, hdelgado@njsacop.org, or write to the New Jersey
State Association of Chief’s of Police, Law Enforcement Accreditation
Commission at 751 Route 73 North, Suite 12, Marlton, N.J. 08053.

Please consider donating to those
who will be impacted by the
upcoming SNAP freeze.

On Halloween, a drop off location will be
at the Park Avenue entrance of Borough Hall,
176 Park Ave

When: Friday, October 31st (Halloween)
3:00 - 7:00pm

There also will be drop-off cart outside the
Borough Clerk’s Office on an ongoing basis

What is most needed? Non-expired shelf stable items
(Especially canned proteins):

* Tuna * Coffee

* Chicken in a Can -+ Tea

e Sardines e Oatmeal

. . Gift
Spam Beets v

e Hash e Corn to local

o Beef Stew grocery stores

in denominations
e Clams

of $25 are also

greatly appreciated!

e Salmon



