
 
Last week I had the honor of attending the Chamber of  
Commerce’s annual wine tasting, which this year raised 
funds for The Center for Hope and Safety in memory of 
Washington School teacher and Rutherford’s own Michele 
Sabia. It was beautiful to see Michele’s family and former 
colleagues come together with the help of our business 
community and other volunteers to support this tremendous 
organization that works to keep victims of domestic violence 
safe. I’m grateful for the Community Impact Award present-
ed to my wife Perri and I on that night, but I must say all 
the recognition should go to Perri for all her work with the 
Center for Hope and Safety. 

Social Services Director Genevieve Kacmarcik has asked me 
to extend sincerest thanks on behalf of herself  “to all the 
residents and organizations in town for their overwhelming 
support to Social Services with gift cards and abundant 
amount of donations to the Pantry. Also, on behalf of the 
Food Pantry Board and myself, the Pantry is grateful for 
having been completely stocked for the holidays.”

Finally, thanks to all who have left toys at the Clerk’s office 
for our Holiday Toy Drive! This town really is incredibly  
generous all year long, but especially during the holidays 
and it does not go unnoticed. Thank you all for all the ways 
you give throughout the year! 

- Mayor Frank Nunziato
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Recreation Department  
2025 Holiday Activities 

��Last Call for Gingerbread House Contest!  
Please send a clear photo(s) of your submission to  
rutherfordreccontest@rutherfordboronj.com by 
DECEMBER 12th, 2025 at midnight. Please include contact  
information-name, ages of creators, email & phone number.

Check out the Holiday House Decorating  
Participants! Map now available online

Post-Holiday Styrofoam Drive  
Saturday January 10th

9am - 12pm • Rutherford High School
(Fairview Ave Entrance by Cafeteria)

Save that leftover styrofoam  
and keep it out of a landfill!

On Instagram
@rutherford_recreation

On Facebook: 
@RutherfordRecWWW.RUTHERFORDBORONJ.COM

Sponsored by
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Rutherford’s

45 Carmita Ave

33 Darwin Ave

165 Fairview Ave

170 Feronia Way

370 Feronia Way

221 Grand Ave

242 Grand Ave

163 Hackett Pl

12 Hastings Ave

80 Lincoln Ave

69 Monona Ave

130 Mountain Way

338 Orient Way

153 Orient Way

105 Ridge Road

152 Springfield Ave

281 Sylvan Street

64 Vanderburgh Ave

12 Walnut Street

19 Wells Place

195 West Newell Ave

203 West Passaic Ave

House Decorating Contest Participating Addresses
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Councilwoman Susan Quatrone
squatrone@rutherfordboronj.com

Dear Residents:
 
During this holiday season, many of our neighbors may  
experience financial stress or emotional or physical hardship.  
I have been privileged to join a group of Rutherford residents 
who are assisting a needy neighbor of ours who recently lost 
his home. I have deep appreciation for all the individuals who 
have generously given financial and emotional support to  
this cause.  
 
I urge everyone to reach out to fellow community members who 
may be in economic need, or who may be lonely or  
suffering in any way.  The economy is in a downturn, prices  
are high, public benefits have been cut and people are  
losing their jobs, and their homes.  
 
We are all busy, but taking time to help others really does trans-
form a hectic end-of-year into something magical and gives 

deeper meaning to the holidays.  Working in local government 
has made me realize that although public policies and programs 
are essential in buoying those who need help, it is the power 
of individuals, acting together with compassion, generosity and 
courage, which truly transforms the lives of those around them.
 
In 2026, my goal is to harness the fierce spirit of the givers in 
Rutherford to create an all-volunteer group solely dedicated to 
helping those in the community who are in financial need, in 
danger of eviction or foreclosure, or in economic peril of any 
kind.  Together, our town can be stronger than ever, and we can 
make sure no community members ever fall through the cracks.  
If you want to know more information about the plan for this 
independent group of givers, please reach out to me at my new 
email address: squatrone4rutherford@gmail.com.
 
Have a peaceful and joyful holiday season!

Scenes from the  
2025 Holiday Kick-Off
Congratulations to the Rutherford Fire  
Department for being this year’s Grand  
Marshal in the Chamber of Commerce’s  
Annual Holiday Parade. Special thanks to BCB 
Bank for sponsoring the touring Santa float!


