
 

I’d like everyone to take a minute to remember a great  
Rutherfordian, Reverend Ray Frazier, who passed away last 
month. Reverend Frazier not only served as the pastor of Mt. 
Ararat Baptist Church on Elm Street for an amazing 45 years, but 
he also held multiple terms as a member for the Borough Council, 
from 1990-95 and again from 1999-2007. He remains second only 
to Willard Reenstra for holding the office longest and remained a 
dedicated Councilman even after losing his eyesight in the early 90s.

Reverend Frazier’s legacy of public service lives on in his children 
and family, many of whom are public servants and Rutherford 
volunteers in their own right. Reverend Frazier was a true role 
model for those of us who try to live a life with purpose for the 
community around us and I thank him for his service. 

Turning to another dedicated public servant, I’d also like to take 
a moment to acknowledge our own Chief John Russo, who after 
5 years serving with the NJ Chief of Police Association, recently 
ended his term as its President. It’s quite evident that John is well 
respected amongst his peers. This Assocation represents 500 
Chiefs of Police throughout NJ and its mission is to promote and 
enhance the highest ethical and professional standards in law 
enforcement throughout New Jersey. 

During his term, John met with state leaders, testified on impo-
rant issues and travelled nationally and internationally to teach 
others. Recently that term ended but we know the experience 
has been an astounding career achievement that deserves 
congratulations. I’d like to especially thank John for representing 
Rutherford so well throughout his travels and I know he has  
contributed to Rutherford’s reputation as having a safe and 
incredibly professional Police Department. 

- Mayor Frank Nunziato
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Rescheduled 
to Saturday, 

October 11th!
Stay tuned for
more details

rutherfordboronj.com/rutherford-day

Now accepting vendor registrations  
for Rutherford Day!

Open to Rutherford businesses 
and organizations only 

Farmers’ Market in Lincoln Park
Wednesdays 9:00am - 5:00pm
Saturdays 8:00am - 2:00pm

Sponsorship Opportunites Available -  
contact Kim Bogosian at  

communications@rutherfordboronj.com for more information.

Councilwoman Christie Del Rey-Cone
cdelrey-cone@rutherfordboronj.com

Hello Neighbors. I would like to take a moment to reiterate my 
thanks to the Recreation Department, DPW, Fire Department, 
RPD and Rutherford EMS for their support and effort in all of the 
Fourth of July festivities. The baby parade and our fireworks are 
amongst my favorite days in our town and this year was certainly 
a highlight. Apologies again for the awesome (read: terrible) 
jokes that Councilman Guzman and I shared as MCs for the baby 
parade. I wish I could say we won’t tell silly jokes again but that 
would be a blatant untruth. Onto something a bit more serious, 
this week a number of residents spoke at the Hearing of Citizens 
about their concerns for our neighbors who may feel uneasy 
about the present status of immigration issues and policies. 
Amongst their concerns was trying to gain an understanding of 
how our RPD may interact with immigration officials if they come 
to town. After our meeting, Chief Russo was kind enough to 
explain that these types of law enforcement actions are already 
guided by the New Jersey Office of the Attorney General and 
mandate strict compliance by all state, county, and local law 
enforcement agencies.   The corresponding RPD policy can be 
found on the Borough website. This is the link:
https://www.rutherfordboronj.com/government/forms/police/
policies/106-rutherford-police-department-immigrant-trust-be-
tween-law-enforcement-and-immigrant-communities-policy/file. 
It is always a relief when residents come to tell us what worries 
them not only because we have a better chance of allaying 
those concerns if we hear them first hand, but also it keeps us 
in tune with how to be better public servants. Have a wonderful 
weekend.

Join the RPD Tuesday, August 5th
 in Lincoln Park from 6-8pm 
for National Night Out!

http://rutherfordboronj.com/rutherford-day

