
 

I’d like to welcome you back to the unofficial start of fall and hope 
everyone enjoyed their summer! 

Because of the timing of summer Mayor and Council meetings, 
we’ve had an unsually long span since our last newsletter. During 
that time, we dealt with some tragic events. Losing longtime 
volunteer firefighter and DPW employee Toby Gentile was a huge 
blow to those of us who knew and worked with him. That was 
followed quickly by the devastating fire at Temple Beth-El - on the 
eve of Toby’s wake. Our volunteeer fire fighters turned out to fight 
that blaze throughout the night hours before saying goodbye to 
one of their own. I’d like to once again thank them, and all of our 
emergency service personnel, for their dedication to our town.

To say I’m proud of how the community as a whole came together 
following both events would be an understatement. It was moving 
to see first hand the outpouring of support and resources offered 
to Rabbi Lerman and his family and was yet another reminder of 
how special Rutherford really is. 

As summer ends and we return to regularly scheduled life, let’s re-
member we have a lot of good things to look forward to: the Multi-
cultural Festival (9/6), Rutherford Day (9/20), PorchFest (10/11)  
just to name a few, as well as the official grand opening of the 
new fitness court at Memorial Park (9/22, more information 
coming on that in the next few weeks).   I encourage all residents 
to participate in our upcoming events because the good things 
are not only fun, but create space for us all to connect in person - 
something we definitely need after the bad things happen.

- Mayor Frank Nunziato
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Borough Hall will be closed Monday, September 1st in observance of Labor Day

rutherfordboronj.com/rutherford-day

Open to Rutherford businesses and organizations only 

Contact Kim Bogosian at 
communications@rutherfordboronj.com 
for more information.

Proud Sponsors

• Inflatable Kids’ Rides
• �Family Game Zone Hosted by Felician University

• �Scavenger Hunt Is Back! - Start at the gazebo!

• Beer Garden
• Farmers’ Market
• �Dunk Tank  - 3 balls for $5, proceeds go to the REF

• �A variety of food vendors including the  
Engine 2 Grill, food trucks, ice cream & more!

With Live Entertainment by:
All My Blues

Springfield’s Electric Luau
Rutherford Rock
School of Rock

on Park Ave 6 - 10 pm

Followed by...

RutherfordNightNight
Dining Out Grand Finale

Featuring Live Music by The E Street Shuffle 
7-9:30

The nation’s premier Bruce Springsteen tribute act!

Lincoln Park 12 - 5 pm

Mark your calendar!

http://rutherfordboronj.com/rutherford-day
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Hello neighbors. I hope everyone is finding time to relax as we 
round out summer. If you have listened to Monday’s meeting on 
YouTube, you know that many of us spoke about the town’s two 
recent losses - the passing of Ex-Fire Chief Mark “Toby” Gentile 
and the tragic fire at Beth-El Temple. I want to reiterate my 
immense gratitude to the Department of Public Works and our 
emergency services teams (especially our Fire Department) in 
their graceful and steadfast handling of both of those situations. 
We are a town that is well-cared for - in large ways by volunteers 
- and that is something we should never take for granted. 

At our meeting, we also spoke a great deal about redevelop-
ment. I feel it is imperative that the community seeks and 
receives real information about development - what it means, 
its impact (which can be positive and negative) and why the Bor-
ough is considering a certain project. One resident mentioned in 
the Hearing of Citizens that Rutherford is likely a very desirable 
place for a builder to do business. That is true. In fact, for every 
project that is considered, there are a number of others that 
are not. I understand and appreciate that social media is a 
valuable way to share information but it is not a productive way 
to confirm facts. There have been questions about development 
plans and they are most accurately answered through real 
conversation. I also encourage you to review information shared 
on the Borough website including, but not limited to, information 
about PILOTs. Once you’ve done that, bring your questions to 
any of us on the governing body or to the Borough Administra-
tor. When you do that, we also have the opportunity to bring in 
our professionals who are paid by the Borough to represent our 
collective interest. I am always available for a conversation and I 
look forward to more of them.

Finally, I am wishing a safe and fulfilling school year to all of the 
teachers and administrators that keep our schools flourishing. 
And, most importantly, may our students be kept safe, broaden 
their minds and have lots of fun.

Have a safe and wonderful holiday weekend.  

Councilwoman Susan Quatrone
squatrone@rutherfordboronj.com

I want to commend the Rutherford Fire Department, Rutherford 
Police Department and all emergency services for the difficult 
and heroic work they have done during a tragic month in our 
community.   The Fire Department did tremendous work respond-
ing to the raging fire  at Congregation Beth El, and were joined by 
13 neighboring fire departments.  The cooperation and bravery 
shown that night was astounding and I want to thank each and 
every member of all 14 Fire Departments who were on hand that 
night. 

Rabbi Lerman of Temple Beth El and his family have been incredi-
bly strong throughout this ordeal and they are pledging to rebuild.  
A fundraiser in support of their efforts to rebuild the synagogue 
has been incredibly successful and serves as an illustration of 
how beloved and indispensable he and Congregation Beth El are 
to the community and the region.  Thank you to all who have 
donated and provided much needed support to the family during 
this difficult time.

The Fire Department performed the arduous and essential work 
of fighting this terrible fire at the same time they were mourning 
one of their own.  Mark “Toby” Gentile was a long time member 
of the Volunteer Fire Department, served as Fire Chief in 2008 
and worked for the Department of Public Works for over 20 years.  
He left us far too soon and I want to wish his family, friends and 
colleagues my deepest condolences. Toby truly left a mark on our 
community that will never be forgotten.

Rutherford Health Department’s  
First Ever Child Health Clinic!

Offering monthly child health clinics for newborns to 18 year olds! 

The Grand Opening will be held:
Tuesday, September 16th, 2025
1:00pm
Rutherford Health Department
184 Park Avenue 
Immunizations & physical exams will be offered by appointment only. 

2025 Child Health Clinic Dates: (All 4:00pm-6:00pm)
September 16th, October 21st, November 18th, December 16th

https://www.rutherfordboronj.com/departments/health

