
 
2026 promises to be an exciting year as we begin preparations 
of the World Cup in June and July as well as activities surround-
ning America’s 250th birthday. A committee has begun meeting 
to discuss potential events surrounding the 6 weeks of World 
Cup games. Our public safety professionals are also drafting 
operational plans to deal with the impact that this massive, global 
event will have on our area. I want the community to understand 
that this event is being taken very seriously. We are in constant 
communication with organizations and municipalities beyond 
Rutherford. Together, we will be bringing you more information in 
the coming weeks and months. 

One of the professionals working hard to keep Rutherford safe 
this summer is our Coordinator of Emergency Management, Mike 
Tarantino. Mike is a long-standing public servant and at Monday’s 
meeting, my colleagues and I recognized his 12 years as Ruther-
ford Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Squad Captain. This year Mike 
stepped down from being Squad Captain but will continue to 
build on his decades of volunteering with the Ambulance Corps 
as well as our Coordinator of OEM. For years, I had the pleasure 
of serving alongside Mike on the Ambulance Corps and got to 
witness first-hand how dedicated he is to our community. I’m 
sure Mike will be missed as Squad Captain but I’m grateful he is 
continuing to serve Rutherford, especially during this critical year 
when we will benefit from his vast experience and knowledge in 
public safety.

- Mayor Frank Nunziato
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Saturday January 31st
11:30am - 3:30

Rutherford Public Library Auditorium  
Enter through the rear courtyard.  

Last entry at 3:00.

Give your broken items a second chance  
and keep them out of a landfill!

Borough Hall will be closed Monday, January 19th in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

The Borough of Rutherford and the
Rutherford Arts Council present the

Youth Art Banner Program 2026
The official Youth Arts Month theme is 

“America’s 250th Birthday!”
Submission Deadline February 10th 
Visit rutherfordnj.recdesk.com to register through RecDesk
For more information, or if you have any questions, please contact  
the RAC at rutherfordartscouncil@gmail.com. 

Outgoing Squad Captain Mike Tarantino with his family and fellow members of the Rutherford Volunteer Ambulance Corps. as the Mayor 
and Council present him with a certificate for his 12 years of leadership. 
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As we begin 2026, I am excited about the year ahead and  
grateful for the strong work already underway by the Mayor  
and Council, our Boards and Committees, and our dedicated 
Borough employees. I look forward to the many new projects 
and opportunities that will continue to strengthen our  
community in the months ahead. Below is a brief update  
from my liaison assignments:
 
Board of Health Liaison  - 
On Saturday, March 28, 2026, the Rutherford Health  
Department will host a FREE Rabies Clinic at the Mortimer 
Avenue Firehouse, located at 400 Mortimer Ave. 

All cats and dogs must be leashed or in a carrier and  
accompanied by an adult.
 
Please bring prior vaccination records to qualify for a 3-year 
rabies certificate.
 
For questions regarding the Rabies Clinic, contact the  
Rutherford Health Department at (201) 460-3020 or  
email healthdept@rutherfordboronj.com.
 
Dog and cat licenses will be available for purchase at the clinic.
•	 $7.00 per dog or cat
•	 Check or exact change required
 
For licensing questions, please call the Records Bureau at  
(201) 460-3045.
 

First Aid Ambulance Squad Liaison
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate the newly  
elected slate of officers for 2026 for both the Ambulance Corps 
and the Squad:
Ambulance Corps:
President: Mark Ellard
Vice President: Jennifer Capoano
Treasurer: Maria Calabria
Corresponding Secretary: Jane Chadwick
Squad:
Captain: Kacper Gozdek
First Lieutenant: Glenn Garippa
Second Lieutenant: Jonas Muller
Training Officer: McKenzie Lancaster
 
I would also like to extend my heartfelt thanks and congratula-
tions to our outgoing Squad Captain, Michael Tarantino, for his 
12 years of dedicated service and for a lifetime of commitment 
to the residents of Rutherford as a member of both the  
Ambulance Corps and the Squad.
 
Additionally, I offer my sincere gratitude to all the members of 
the Ambulance Corps and Squad for their continued dedication 
and service to our community.
 
Recruitment for Rutherford Ambulance is ongoing, and new 
members are always welcome. Whether you are an experienced 
EMS provider, just looking to give back to our community, 
or interested in starting a meaningful career in emergency 
services, you will receive professional EMS training, strong 
teamwork, and the opportunity to make a real impact right here 
in Rutherford.
 
Apply today at https://www.rutherfordems.org/ to help  
protect the health of our community. If you are unable to  
participate, please consider making a donation.

Update: Lincoln Park Gazebo

Work on the new gazebo at Lincoln Park is nearing completion!  
The footing, foundations and structure are complete.  Asphalt roofing 
will be going in this week. We need a slightly warmer day to pour  
concrete, which will be followed by railings for the finishing touches. 

Additionally, in further effort to maintain the beautification of Lincoln 
Park, DPW staff recently reseeded the area with fresh soil to replenish 
the grass area that suffered after all of the park activity last year.   
A blanket was placed over the seeded area to increase the success  
of the germination process. Spring will be here before we know it,  
and Lincoln Park will be bustling with activity!


