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Borough Hall Will Be Closed Friday, June 19th In Observance of Juneteenth

From the Desk of Mayor Frank Nunziato

I'm sure by now everyone is now well aware that beginning
Saturday, June 13th through Sunday, July 19th, MetLife Stadi-
um will be host to 8 World Cup games. We acknowledge that
these events are exciting and unique opportunities to show-
case our area. We also acknowledge that the games come
with unigue challenges to our local resources, as we expect
an influx of visitors to the South Bergen area likely to create
unprecedented traffic on our roads and throughout the public
transit system.

Bergen County Executive Jim Tedesco may have said it best
in a recent statement: “Our residents will experience the
day-to-day impacts of hosting this tournament more directly
than perhaps any other community in the region. Bergen
County families will contend with increased traffic congestion,
strained local roadways, heightened public safety demands,
and the broader disruptions that naturally accompany an
event of this magnitude. Our municipalities, first responders,
transit personnel, and local communities will shoulder many
of the responsibilities required to help make the World Cup
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I've been getting a lot of questions from residents asking how
these games will impact us locally. In addition to being aware
of how they may impact local traffic, residents should know
we have limited all large-scale Borough events to non-game
days. Fireworks, RHS graduation and Dining Out Rutherford
have all been scheduled on non-World Cup match days. This
was a deliberate decision so our police and other resources
can safely channel all energies and staffing to meet our needs.

| want all residents to know we are committed to creating a
welcoming environment for visitors while safeguarding the
quality of life within the Borough. Rather than complain about
the things we can't control right now, as Mayor my time is
best spent helping residents understand what our area may
realistically deal with throughout June and July as well as work
with our Office of Emergency Management and public safety
officials to prepare.

Rutherford is obviously one of the towns closest to the stadi-
um and its adjacent highways and therefore it is important our
residents understand services will be stretched very thin due
to the demands being placed on our entire region during these
games.

Please know that this is not due to poor planning by
Rutherford or our neighboring communities, but because the
municipalities that will be affected most have received mini-
mal support, communication and resources from the global
corporation that spent years planning this massive,

two month event.

My obligation is foremost to the comfort of our residents.

We are doing everything possible in partnership with outside
law enforcement agencies as well as our surrounding commu-
nities to ensure continuity of services and public safety.

Our Office of Emergency Management team members have
been meeting regularly to discuss any potential scenarios we
are capable of preparing for. Long before the public realized
what demands these events would put on our resources, our
public safety officials began planning.

| believe direct communication to the community is most
important at this time. I'm asking that whenever possible,
follow the borough social media, sign up for our emergency
notifications and review the World Cup-specific pages on

the borough website that have been diligently designed to
address and dispel rumors as well as notify residents in real
time of any incidents that may require your attention, such as
gridlock alerts, train station backups and possible fan influx
into our borough.

Rest assured, life as we know it won't completely stop in town
during these upcoming games. The Borough has been
working with the Rutherford Chamber of Commerce and FC
Soccer to create one amazing Dining Out event on Wednes-
day June 17th. Fireworks will be bigger and better than ever to
celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary on June 28th.

The Farmers Market returns July 1st.

We've been through events of all kinds together before,

from a Super Bowl to a pandemic and nearly everything in
between. If the past 6 years have taught me anything, we as
a community are great at handling the unexpected. | wish
everybody a safe and happy summer. And if you want to see
what dates you might want to use for vacation and get out of
town, check the game schedule on our website.
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Important World Cup Information for Rutherford

Visit www.rutherfordboronj.com/welcome-world for the most current and up-to-date information.

METLIFE GAME DAYS:
Saturday, June 13t 6:00pm

[©| |Brazil v. Morocco

Tuesday, June 16" 3:00pm
0B France v. Senegal

NO DRONE ZONE

ESTABLISHED BY THE FAA

All aircraft operations, including drones,

will be prohibited within a 3-nautical-mile
radius and up to 3,000 feet above ground
level around the stadium during World Cup™

Monday, June 22" 8:00pm

Norway v. Senegal

Games. That includes Rutherford.

Thursday, June 25 4:00pm

[ . Ecuador v. Germany
Saturday, June 27" 5:00pm
Panama v. England
Tuesday, June 30" 5:00pm - TBD
Sunday, July 5" 4:00pm - TBD
Sunday, July 19t 3:00pm

WALKING TO THE STADIUM IS
PROHIBITED

Transportation options are listed on the
Borough website and include:

* NJ TRANSIT Rail Service

« Official NYNJ Stadium Shuttle Buses

* Permitted Rideshare Services

* Limited Pre-Booked Parking Options

SHORT TERM HOUSING
RENTALS ARE PROHIBITED

Unregulated living conditions can pose
dangerous safety hazards.Proper registration
of living spaces protects the health, safety
and welfare of anyone staying in Rutherford.

Expect increased traffic beginning
5 hours before and 5 hours after kickoff.

TRAVEL HOTSPOTS IN NORTH JERSEVY
ON FIFA WORLD CUP 2026 MATGH DAYS

¢ Violations are subject to maximum fines of $1,250 compound-
ed every day the space is occupied as a short term rental

* Borough Officials monitor short-term rental websites and
related social media for Rutherford homeowners advertising
their property

Brooklyn

* Borough Officials routinely investigate complaints filed
about potential short-term rentals

Staten
Island

* Basements and attics, as well as all accessory structures
(garages, poolhouses and sheds) are prohibited from being
used as rental spaces

Contact the Zoning Department at 201-460-3042 or
zoning@rutherfordboronj.com to report a potential
short term rental property.

New
Brunswick ~
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New 4-Way Stop!

Please be advised that at June 8th Mayor &
Council Meeting, a 4-Way Stop was approved
for the intersection of Summit Cross & Eastern Way

Owe Special @RUTHERFORD
Nght/ Wednesday, June 17

On-Street Dining 6-10pm
3 vs 3 Street Soccer Tournament 5-9pm
Rutherford Chamber of Commerce

Vendors, Live Music & Entertainment
Rutherford Green Team

Felician University with an info table, prizes & special guest!

Big thanks to our partner organizations:

On Facebook:

Borough of Rutherford NJ

Special June & July Events
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EVN@ The Rutherford Tax Collector’s Office is in the process of preparing
== estimated 3rd quarter property tax bills. You should be receiving these
bills by the weekend of June 27/28. Q3 will be due on August 1, 2026 with a 10
day grace period which will be extended to Monday, August 10, 2026.

Three family friendly events for you
to choose from, or come to all!

FELICIAN

UNIVERSITY

The Francis y

Movie Nights at Felician
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June 19, 8:00 - 10:30 p.m. Ehamber of Commerce
« 8 p.m. doors open
» Movie: “Kicking and Screaming”
 Bring a chair or blanket!

» Food trucks, games and more

The Borough of

) RUTHERFORD

Skills & Drills Event
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< FELICIAN g « July T, 6 p.m - 8 p.m.
Rut;é.rfgrd UNIVERSITY 55’,}“&25@%&%2 72N ®M£9£9 JU’}’ 1 1: 8:00 - 10:30 p-m. o F:I-;::iun'sp I\::mtr:s;nAve Parking
« 8 p.m. doors open Lot
Dining Out Street « Movie: “Pele: Birth of a Legend" ¢ Test Your soccer skills or learn a
= 3 . : f ! new one!
Closures, Music & [\@rCB Bank éi!lf&?@?ﬁ\ \ Bring a chair or blanket! « Accuracy, agility skills games &
p <  Food trucks, games and more
Entertainment more
Sponsored by: C\’mm#: Gty [®ColumbiaBank
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Green Team Events . }Tl.f . rutherfordboronj.com/upcoming-events
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GREEN TEAM

Community Garden Party
West Erie Ave between Grand & Jackson

Come check out the Rutherford Community Garden!

Visit with the Green Team, have a cup of coffee and a treat
and learn about composting, pollinator plants, birding,
mosquito prevention and more. Plus a craft for the kids!

Bike Rides to Pierrepont School  FlLizH

Shred & Styrofoam Drive Day
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rain or shine

© DJR3 Amazon
Delivery Station

paper for shredding per person.

Rutherford DPW - 220 Highland Cross

& This event is open to Rutherford Residents
Only, proof of ID required. Limit of 4 boxes of

Memorial Park
Sunday June 28th

A full night of activities for America’s 250th Anniversary!
Food Trucks - Bounce Houses - Beer Garden

DJ and music begin at 5pm ¢ Fireworks begin appr. 9pm
With a Cornhole Tournament

hosted by the Rutherford Education Foundation
Scan here to pre-register:

Fireworks Proudly FELICIAN
Sponsored by UNIVERSITY

Children’s Activities Sponsored by

[® ColumbiaBank

Wednesday July 1st!

Wednesdays & Saturdays

Visit www.rutherfordboronj.com/farmers-market
for vendor information

THEREOR) ) Summer Concerts!
cwes 5 Thursdays Beginning
July 9th through August 20th

Don’t throw your Styrofoam in the landfill. Bring your
clean, rigid, dry non-food contact Styrofoam packaging
to the Drive for recycling.

Rutherford Day Registration

Now Open!
www.rutherfordboronj.com/rutherford-day

Rutherfordﬁ{f@
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Councilman Matthew Cokeley
mcokeley@rutherfordboronj.com

Dear friends & neighbors,

As we welcome visitors from around the world this weekend
to Rutherford and our surrounding areas for the next 30+
days, the mayor & council extend our deepest gratitude to the
members of our World Cup Committee. Through months of
thoughtful planning & collaboration, this dedicated group de-
veloped an outstanding package of events, activities, and com-
munications that showcased the very best of our community.
Their vision helped create a warm, memorable, and authentic
Rutherford experience for residents and guests alike.

Driven by volunteer residents and professionals like Kim Bo-
gosian, Dan Meredith, Jen Ersalesi, Katie Pippin, Mike
McCaugherty, Rosemary Jorda, Matt Ackermann, Spencer
Ross and others, the Committee’s work went far beyond event
planning by crafting a cohesive message that highlighted
Rutherford's unique character, rich history, and welcoming
spirit.

| personally would also like to express my sincere appreciation
to the members of our Office of Emergency Management for
their guidance and professionalism. Their behind-the-scenes
coordination and detailed communication helped ensure that
our event planning was safe and organized according to their
standards and availability. Their partnership was invaluable
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throughout the planning and execution process, and their
dedication to serving our community deserves special rec-
ognition. Specifically, Borough Administrator Bob Kakoleski,
Police Chief John Russo, Deputy Chief Sean Farrell, Fire Chief
Chris Branca, Fire Marshall Paul Dansbach, Public Information
Officer Kim Bogosian, Health Official Jennifer Galarza, Social
Services Director Genevieve Kacmarcik and OEM Coordinator
Mike Tarantino.

Finally, we are grateful to our generous partners at Felician
University and the Rutherford Chamber of Commerce. Their
support, resources, and collaborative spirit strengthened
every aspect of this initiative and helped elevate Rutherford's
profile on a global stage.

Together, these people & organizations demonstrated what
can be achieved when community partners work toward a
common goal.

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time, talents,
and energy to bring this remarkable effort to life and helping
us proudly welcome the world to the 07070.

Let's go USA!

Sincerely,
Councilman Matthew R. Cokeley




