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From the Desk of  
Mayor Frank Nunziato

July 17,  2026

At Monday’s meeting, my colleagues and I each were 

grateful for the opportunity to acknowledge Police Chief 

John Russo’s esteemed career as he prepares to retire at 

the end of this month. 

I’ve known John for a very long time. I am lucky enough 

to call him my friend and have him beside me during 

some very trying times in this Borough - from COVID to 

weather events and fires and more, I can say first-hand 

that John always led his department in an exemplary 

manner and Rutherford was beyond fortunate to have 

him. I know John’s not one for platitudes, but  I hope all 

residents understand how important the role of Chief is 

and how John truly helped usher our Police Department 

into the modern era, setting us up for successful policing 

for generations to come. 

Deputy Chief Sean Farrell will be leading the Department 

as of August 1st. I can say with certainty that Sean is pre-

pared for this next step in his career both due to John’s 

tutelage and Sean’s own impeccable professionalism and 

character. 

In other news, I’m happy to announce that Borough of 

Rutherford now has an Instagram account. If you use 

Instagram, please follow it. If you know someone who 

doesn’t receive our newsletters but is active on social 

media, please share this information with them. 

- Sincerely, Mayor Frank Nunziato

Summer Concerts in Lincoln Park!
Thursdays through August 20th

Farmers Market - Lincoln Park
Wednesdays 9am-4pm
Saturdays 8am-2pm

Visit www.rutherfordboronj.com/farmers-market 
for vendor information

Rutherford Day  
Registration
Deadline August 15! 
www.rutherfordboronj.com/rutherford-day

9/26/2026

On X: 
Rutherford07070

On Facebook: 
Borough of Rutherford NJ

On Mastodon: 
Rutherford07070

On Instagram: 
boroughofrutherfordnj

@boroughofrutherfordnj

The Borough of 
Rutherford is now  

on Instagram!

DO NOT put your recycling 
in garbage bags.
Drop all recyclable items  
loose in your bin. 

A warning notice will be  
issued and failure to  
correct the violation  
may result in a summons. 
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Council President Stephanie McGowan
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Honoring the Career and Service of Chief John R. Russo

As Chief Russo prepares to retire from the Rutherford Police 
Department, I wanted to take this time to express my deepest 
gratitude for his exemplary service, visionary leadership, and 
unwavering commitment to public safety. Chief Russo’s highly 
decorated career has left an indelible mark not only on the 
Borough of Rutherford but across the entire state of New 
Jersey.

Throughout his tenure, Chief has consistently championed 
the highest standards of law enforcement. His leadership was 
anchored by elite professional training, including his status as 
an NJSACOP Accredited Chief Executive and his completion of 
the prestigious West Point Command and Leadership Program 
in 2005.

Reflecting his standing among the nation’s law enforcement 
elite, Chief Russo graduated from the prestigious FBI National 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia. Demonstrating the character 
and leadership that defined his career, he was selected by his 
peers to serve as the Session Spokesperson, delivering the 
official commencement speech on behalf of law enforce-
ment’s best of the best. It was during this time that he also 
conquered the infamous, grueling “Yellow Brick Road” obsta-
cle course, earning the historic yellow brick that symbolizes 
the pinnacle of physical and mental endurance. For all of us 
who have been privileged to know Chief, this should come as 
no surprise.  

Always striving for continuous improvement, the Rutherford 
Police Department achieved full state Law Enforcement 
Accreditation that requires operational excellence, account-
ability, and transparency. To his credit, the Chief has always 
been quick to point out that this was achieved by the whole 
department. That’s something else I have always admired 
about John, he believed deeply in investing in the growth of 
the men and women or his department and allowing their 
great work to be recognized.  

So it really wasn’t a surprise that Chief Russo’s expertise 
would extend far beyond our borough borders. He earned the 
profound respect of his peers across the state, serving as the 
President of the Bergen County Police Chiefs Association in 
2020 and later as the 109th President of the New Jersey State 
Association of Chiefs of Police (NJSACOP) from 2024 to 2025.
During his time on the statewide stage, Chief Russo used his 
voice to heavily advocate for meaningful legislative changes. 
His advocacy was instrumental in pushing forward critical 
public safety bills aimed at reducing organized retail theft and 
increasing penalties for residential burglaries. Furthermore, 
his collaborative spirit led to powerful traffic safety part-
nerships with county prosecutors and the New Jersey State 
Police to actively protect lives on our roads.

I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge that John Russo is in-
deed more than all the rank and awards shared.  John Russo is 
a son of Rutherford. He made a choice many years ago to care 
for the community that raised him. He has been more than a 
Chief to many of us, he has been a friend. Selfishly, I will miss 
our time together, but I trust that you have made sure we will 
be in good hands.  Thank you for always being there through it 
all. It has meant so very much.

So Chief, as you move toward your next journey, know that 
you leave behind an elite accredited department, a safer and 
grateful community and a legacy of leadership that will inspire 
law enforcement professionals for generations to come. 
Congratulations, Chief Russo, on a remarkable and impactful 
career. We thank you for your protective watch over Ruther-
ford, and we wish you a long, healthy, and richly deserved 
retirement!
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