
 

 

MINUTES OF THE 1ST MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

MAYOR & COUNCIL 

HELD MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nunziato at 6:35 p.m. with the following 

Council members present: 

    

Councilman Goldsack  

Councilman Mullahey – (viz ZOOM)  

Councilman Cokeley – (via ZOOM) 

Councilwoman McGowan  

Councilman Guzman – (via ZOOM) 

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson - (via ZOOM)  

 

    * 

 

Also in attendance were the Borough Administrator Robert Kakoleski and Borough 

Attorneys John Bruno and Robert Ferraro.  

 

      * 

 

Mayor Nunziato asked those present to join him in a salute to the flag.   

        

*      *      * 

 

Borough Clerk Margaret Scanlon read the provisions of the Open Public Meetings 

Act. 

 

*      *      * 

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER’S REPORT – presented by Robert Conrad  

 

• 2019-2020 paving 

• Sylvan Avenue concrete repairs 

• West End Firehouse 

• 2020-2021 paving 

• 2021 Road Program  

• 2022 Road Program – waiting on approval from the Department of 

Transportation 

• Suez lead pipe detection and paving 

• Veteran’s Boulevard 

• Tamblyn Field Improvements 

• Tamblyn Field Demolition 

• Kip Center  

• Department of Transportation Grants 

 

*      *      * 
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REVIEW CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to accept the agenda as amended, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

• Committees – Public Works – Add Resolution 56-2022 – Awarding a Contract 

for Architectural Professional Services for Clara’s Tunnel in the amount of 

$19,676.00 

• Committees – Fire Department – Remove -Authorization for the Fire 

Department #2 to serve beer/wine at Fire Men’s Park on March 6, 2022 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

*      *      * 

 

HEARING OF CITIZENS 

 

Mayor Nunziato opened up the hearing of citizens. 

 

Bonnie Corcoran – 390 Montross Avenue – (via ZOOM) – spoke about the need to 

have a re-evaluation throughout the Borough and shared her concerns regarding properties 

not being assessed properly; spoke about the Parker 2 land taxes not being correct as well 

as the William Center taxes. 

 

David LaBruno, 423 Stuyvesant Avenue – (via ZOOM) – spoke about fairness and 

equity for the Public; shared his concerns about the Parker 2 pilot and Financial 

Agreements; shared his concerns about the entire process of decision making that took 

place within the Council. 

 

Pete Schiro, 86 Hobart Avenue – (via ZOOM) – shared his concerns regarding homes 

not be re-evaluated after construction had taken place; spoke about the Tax Assessor’s 

salary and hours; spoke about Certificates of Occupancy being issued incorrectly; spoke 

about a telephone call to the Mayor that hadn’t been returned. 

 

Frank Wilson, 171 Montross Avenue – (via ZOOM) – spoke about the events log for 

2022 was missing the Labor Day Street Fair; shared concerns about salary ordinance 

increases; asked when in-person meetings were going to resume in Borough Hall; shared 

concerns about appointments to committees and boards. 

 

Adam Szura, 94 Vreeland Avenue – (via telephone conference) – spoke about the 

Board of Health appointments. 

 

As no other citizens wished to speak, the hearing was closed. 

 

The Borough Administrator responded to the comments regarding the Williams 

Center taxes and the re-evaluation process; explained the increase in assessments that the 

current Tax Assessor had achieved since taking the position; spoke about a new process 
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that had been established between the Building Department and the Assessor’s Office to 

improve with assessment values; spoke about the Parker Redevelopment in relation to 

taxes. 

 

Councilman Goldsack responded that they would look into the tax issue in regards 

to The Parker Redevelopment; responded to the concerns about transparency in regards to 

pilot programs; responded to the appointment of McManimon to represent the Borough in 

the Rybak matter; spoke about the interview process for the Boards and Commission 

members. 

 

Councilwoman McGowan spoke about re-evaluation concerns. 

 

Mayor Nunziato stated that transparency was a priority of the Governing Body; 

responded to the concerns of a resident’s phone call that had not been returned, saying that 

action had taken place as a result of the message; apologized to Mr. Wilson for any 

misinterpretations of responses from the Council to any resident during the hearing of 

citizens. 

   

*      *      * 

 

PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

 

 Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the, Regular Meeting Minutes of 

January 24, 2022, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  Councilman Goldsack, Councilman Mullahey, 

Councilwoman McGowan, Councilman Cokeley and Councilman Guzman voted aye.  

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson abstained. 

 

       * 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to authorize, Change of Meeting Time, March 

14, 2022 to 5:30 pm Closed Session for Elected Officials Training, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to authorize, McManimon, Scotland and 

Baumann as Counsel Representation in the matter of Rybak vs. Rutherford, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 
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Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve Resolution 49-2022, Authorizing 

the Execution of an Amended Employment Agreement with the Borough Administrator, 

seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford (“Borough”) has negotiated an amended 

employment agreement with the Borough Administrator; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough appreciates the efforts of the Borough Administrator in his 

service on behalf of the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amended employment agreement represents a fair and just 

agreement on behalf of the Borough and the Borough Administrator.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby 

authorized to enter into the amended employment agreement with the Borough 

Administrator.  

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

      

*      *      * 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Items, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan; unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

      * 

 

Finance: 

 

➢ Payment of Bills 

 

RESOLVED: That bills in the amount of $8,487,804.85 from the following funds/accounts: 

 

  

Current Fund  $7,110,305.16   

Current Fund– 12/31/2021 Payroll 26A  30.34 

Current Fund– 2/3/2022 Payroll #3  613,084.15 

General Capital Fund  751,450.71 

General Trust Fund  12,934.49 

   

  $8,487,804.85 

 

 and itemized on the attached sheets be passed for payment, warrants drawn and 

charged to the accounts identified.  A complete list of these bills is on file with the Borough 

Clerk.  

 

      * 
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Police:  

 

➢ Authorized:  Charitable Solicitation:  Rutherford Veterans Alliance 

 

* 

 

➢ Resolution 40-2022 – Rutherford Cooperative Off-Premises 50/50 Raffle 

 

WHEREAS, certain organizations have applied for a Raffle/Bingo License and have been 

approved by the Police Chief and paid the required fees; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that License be issued to: 

 

            Rutherford Cooperative Day Nursery  Off Premises 50/50 Raffle 

 

* 

 

Council President:  

  

➢ Resolution 39-2022 – Award of Contract to Curt Geisler, Esq. as Public Defender 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford (the “Borough”) has a need to engage the services of 

a Borough Municipal Public Defender for the year 2022; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford is required to comply with the New Jersey Pay-to-

Play Law (P.L. 2004 c. 19, N.J.S.A. 19:44-20.4 et. Seq.) (“Act”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough have adopted a fair and open process pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.4 with respect to the retention of a Municipal Public Defender with respect to all 

Municipal Court issues and as otherwise provided by New Jersey Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough advertised for the submission or “Requests for Proposals (the 

“RFP”) for the aforementioned position and has reviewed all the RFP’s submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received responses to the RFP for the aforementioned position 

and has reviewed all the RFP’s submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best interest to retain the 

professional set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposals and qualifications have been reviewed by the Mayor & Council 

who considered experience and reputation in the field; the contractor’s knowledge of the 

Borough of Rutherford; the subject matter to be addressed under the contract; the 

availability to accommodate any meetings; and other factors deemed to be in the best 

interest of the Borough of Rutherford; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the credentials of Curt Geisler, Esq. and has found 

that he has the requisite professional expertise and experience to assist the Borough; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Mayor Frank Nunziato be and the same is 

hereby authorized to appoint Curt Geisler as Municipal Court Public Defender for the 

Borough of Rutherford from the date of this Resolution through December 31, 2022; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of the position for Borough Public Defender 

for the year 2022 is made pursuant to a “Fair and Open” process and the Borough Public 

Defender shall be paid at the same rate as contract year 2021, payable on a biweekly basis; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk will advertise public notice of this 

appointment in accordance with law, and a copy of this resolution shall be kept on file with 

the Borough Clerk and available for inspection.   

 

* 

 

➢ Resolution 41-2022 – Authorizing Mayor Nunziato to sign an Agreement with 

McManimon, Scotland and Baumann as Special Counsel for Redevelopment 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Rutherford (“the Borough”) desired to 

engage Special Counsel for general legal services in connection with its various 

redevelopment projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, with the advice and consent of the governing body, the Mayor appointed the 

firm of McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, as its Special Counsel for general legal services 

in connection with its various redevelopment projects on January 24, 2022;  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into an agreement with McManimon, Scotland & 

Baumann setting forth the services to be provided and fees sought by Special Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the attached agreement, which is incorporated into this resolution as if set 

forth fully herein, has been reviewed and approved by the Borough Attorney; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford authorize Mayor Frank Nunziato to execute the attached agreement with 

McManimon, Scotland & Baumann to act as its Special Counsel for the Borough in 

connection with its various redevelopment projects. 

 
* 

 

➢ Resolution 42-2022 – Appointing NW Financial, LLC as Financial Advisor 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rutherford (the “Borough”) has 

determined that they are in need of a Financial Advisor to provide an analysis of the 

potential redevelopment projects and their economic impact on the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Borough has received responses to the Request for Proposals (the “RFP”) 

for the aforementioned position and has reviewed all of the RFP’s submitted; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the credentials of NW Financial Group, LLC, and 

has found that it has the requisite professional expertise and experience to assist the 

Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the scope of economic services to be provided by NW Financial Group will 

include, but not be limited to, the following: providing general economic advice relating to 

redevelopment projects including but not limited to creating, formulating, calculating, and 

negotiating Payment in Lieu of Taxes (“PILOT”) agreements; and appearing before and/or 

providing periodic reports and recommendations to the Mayor, Borough Council and 

Borough Administrator as necessary and appropriate.   

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best interest to retain NW 

Financial Group as Financial Advisor in accordance with the RFP and rate schedule 

submitted, the contents of which are adopted by this resolution as if set forth fully herein, 

with a copy of the 2022 compensation schedule to be attached hereto; and      

  

WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with NW 

Financial Group for performance of the professional services set forth above between 

January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rutherford have determined that it is 

in the best interest of the Borough of Rutherford to adopt this Resolution to appoint NW 

Financial Group as its Financial Advisor; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford that NW Financial Group is hereby authorized to provide services as its 

Financial Advisor to the Borough of Rutherford as set forth within this resolution, subject 

to the certification of funds by the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor Frank Nunziato be and is hereby authorized to 

execute and deliver the Professional Services Agreement in accordance with this resolution 

in the form annexed hereto.   

 

* 

 

➢ Resolution 43-2022 – Authorizing Mayor Nunziato to sign an Agreement with 

Cleary, Giacobbe, Alfieri, Jacobs, LLC as Special Counsel for Redevelopment 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Rutherford (“the Borough”) desired to 

engage Special Counsel for general legal services in connection with its various 

redevelopment projects, from time to time; and 

 

WHEREAS, with the advice and consent of the governing body, the Mayor appointed the 

firm of CLEARY, GIACOBBE, ALFIERI, JACOBS LLC, as its Special Counsel for general 

legal services in connection with its various redevelopment projects on January 24, 2022;  
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WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into an agreement with CLEARY, GIACOBBE, 

ALFIERI, JACOBS LLC setting forth the services to be provided and fees sought by Special 

Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the attached agreement, which is incorporated into this resolution as if set 

forth fully herein, has been reviewed and approved by the Borough Attorney; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford authorize Mayor Frank Nunziato to execute the attached agreement with 

CLEARY, GIACOBBE, ALFIERI, JACOBS LLC to act as its Special Counsel for the 

Borough in connection with various redevelopment projects. 

 

* 

 

➢ Resolution 44-2022 – Award of Contract to John Draikwicz, Esq. as Bond Counsel 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford (the “Borough”) has adopted a fair and open process 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 with respect to the retention of a Bond Counsel to 

represent the Borough with respect to raising funds for projects by issuing municipal bonds 

by incorporating aspects of securities law and tax law and by identifying the financing, 

preparation of bond and note documents, drafting of bond ordinances and related 

resolutions and preparation of disclosure documents; and 

  

WHEREAS,  the Borough has received responses to the Request for Proposals (the “RFP”) 

for the position and has reviewed all of the RFP’s submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has reviewed the credentials of John D. Draikiwicz, Esq. of the 

firm of Gibbons, P.C. and has found that he has the requisite professional expertise and 

experience to assist the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best interest to retain John D. 

Draikiwicz, Esq. of the firm of Gibbons, P.C. as Bond Counsel in accordance with the RFP 

and rate schedule submitted, the contents of which are adopted by this resolution as if set 

forth fully herein, with a copy of the 2022 fee schedule attached hereto; and      

  

WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with John 

D. Draikiwicz, Esq. of the firm of Gibbons, P.C. for performance of the professional services 

set forth above between January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that Mayor Frank Nunziato be and the same is 

hereby authorized to execute and deliver a Professional Services Agreement in accordance 

with the RFP and rate schedule submitted by John D. Draikiwicz, Esq. of the firm of 

Gibbons, P.C.; and 

 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk will advertise public notice of this 

appointment in accordance with law, and a copy of the Professional Services Agreement 

authorized by this resolution shall be kept on file with the Borough Clerk and available for 

inspection.   
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* 

 

➢ Resolution 45-2022 – Authorizing the Mayor to sign an Agreement with Kenneth 

Porro, Esq. – Chasan, Lamparello, Mallon & Cappuzzo as Special Counsel for Tax 

Appeals 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Rutherford (“the Borough”) desired to 

engage Special Counsel for legal services in connection with tax appeals involving the 

Borough, from time to time; and 

 

WHEREAS, with the advice and consent of the governing body, the Mayor appointed  

Kenneth Porro, Esq. of the firm of CHASAN LAMPARELLO MALLON AND CAPPUZZO, 

as its Special Counsel for tax appeal legal services on January 10, 2022;  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to enter into an agreement with KENNETH PORRO, ESQ. 

setting forth the services to be provided and fees sought by Special Counsel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the attached agreement, which is incorporated into this resolution as if set 

forth fully herein, has been reviewed and approved by the Borough Attorney; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford authorize Mayor Frank Nunziato to execute the attached agreement with 

KENNETH PORRO, ESQ.  to act as its Special Counsel for the Borough in connection with 

tax appeals involving the Borough. 

 
* 

 

➢ Resolution 46-2022 – Continuance of Eric Bernstein, Esq. as Legal Counsel for 

COAH Matters for the year 2022 

 

WHEREAS the Mayor and Counsel of the Borough of Rutherford (“the Borough”) recognize 

that legal issues pertaining to the Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) are time 

sensitive and need to be addressed by an attorney experienced in these issues; and 

 

WHEREAS the Borough appointed Eric Bernstein, Esq. of the firm of Eric M. Bernstein & 

Associates, LLC on March 23, 2015, to represent the Borough as its COAH attorney; and 

 

WHEREAS the Borough reappointed Eric Bernstein, Esq., as its COAH attorney from 2016 

through 2021; and 

 

WHEREAS the Borough has determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to 

authorize Eric Bernstein, Esq, of the firm of Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC to 

continue as its COAH attorney for the year 2022 for a cost not to exceed $17,5000.00 

without further authorization. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, that Eric Bernstein, Esq., of the firm of Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC is 

hereby authorized to provide services as its COAH Counsel to the Borough of Rutherford for 
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the calendar year 2022 for an amount not to exceed the amount of $17,500.00 without 

further authorization, at the rate of $125.00 per hour for Mr. Bernstein, and $60.00 per 

hour for paralegals. Mr. Bernstein shall also be reimbursed for costs of postage and copying 

($.20 per page). 

      

*      *      * 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

FINANCE 

 

 Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve Resolution 47-2022, State Tax 

Court Judgement Refund – 41 Wood Street, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

WHEREAS, the following property owner has applied for a State Tax Court 

Judgment to reduce the assessed valuation for a property in the Borough of Rutherford for 

the tax year 2016 and 2017 and;  

 

WHEREAS, the assessment has been reduced for the year(s) indicated and the taxes 

have been paid for the year; and by virtue of the State Tax Court Judgment there now 

exists an overpayment which shall be refunded; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be, and he 

is, hereby authorized to issue a warrant totaling $2,322.95 made payable to Valerie Hofer 

Esq. Trust Account by virtue of this judgment and resolution as indicated. 

 

BLOCK LOT NAME 

PROPERTY ADDRESS 
AMOUNT YEAR 

52 19 Narvaez, Wilson & Karla Vidal 

41 Wood Street 

$1,609.27 2016 

$ 713.68 2017 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve Resolution 48-2022, State Tax 

Court Judgement Refund – 275 Park Avenue, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

WHEREAS, the following property owner has applied for a State Tax Court 

Judgment to reduce the assessed valuation for a property in the Borough of Rutherford for 

the tax year 2019 and 2020 and;  

 

WHEREAS, the assessment has been reduced for the year(s) indicated and the taxes 

have been paid for the year; and by virtue of the State Tax Court Judgment there now 

exists an overpayment which shall be refunded; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be, and he 

is, hereby authorized to issue a warrant totaling $4,589.62 made payable to McKirdy, 

Riskin, Olson & DellaPelle, PC, Attorneys for Plantiff by virtue of this judgment and 

resolution as indicated. 

 

BLOCK 
LOT NAME 

PROPERTY ADDRESS 
AMOUNT YEAR 

103.01 7 Jay Umiya LLC 

275 Park Avenue 

$1,887.17 2019 

$2,702.45 2020 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan provided updates on her liaison assignments. 

   

*      *      * 

 

POLICE 

  

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to approve Resolution 50-2022, Awarding the 

Acquisition of Office Furniture for the New Police Headquarters in the amount of 

$189,862.52, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 authorizes 

municipalities to acquire goods and services through a duly formed New Jersey State 

Contracting system without advertising for bids; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford is in need of purchasing office furniture for 

the new police headquarters; and 

 

WHEREAS, Business Furniture, Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jersey was awarded State 

Contract #81620, for a period from 8/1/12 through 4/30/22 to provide such office furniture; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units under the 

New Jersey State Contract Pricing System is authorized by the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Rutherford has (by a 

Certificate of Availability of Funds) certified, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1 et seq. and 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4, that funds for this purchase appropriated in Capital Budget account 

number C-04-18-347-612 are available. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, that the Borough of Rutherford purchase from 

Business Furniture, Inc. of Elizabeth, New Jersey office furniture for the new police 
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headquarters in the amount of $189,862.52 to be charged to the account above or as 

otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to approve Resolution 51-2022, Awarding the 

Acquisition of Locker Room Lockers & Mobile Storage for the New Police Headquarters in 

the amount of $209,360.58, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 authorizes 

municipalities to acquire goods and services through a duly formed New Jersey State 

Contracting system without advertising for bids; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford is in need of purchasing locker room lockers 

and mobile storage for the new police headquarters; and 

 

WHEREAS, Datum Storage Solutions of Emigsville, Pennsylvania was awarded 

State Contract #19-GNSV1-00643, for a period from 1/1/19 through 12/31/22 to provide such 

items; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units under the 

New Jersey State Contract Pricing System is authorized by the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Rutherford has (by a 

Certificate of Availability of Funds) certified, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1 et seq. and 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4, that funds for this purchase appropriated in Capital Budget account 

number C-04-20-352-612 are available. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, that the Borough of Rutherford purchase from Datum 

Storage Solutions of Emigsville, Pennsylvania locker room lockers and mobile storage for 

the new police headquarters in the amount of $209,360.58 to be charged to the account 

above or as otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to approve Resolution 52-2022, Awarding the 

Acquisition of Conference Room Tables and Chairs for the New Police Headquarters in the 

amount of $55,549.38, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 authorizes 

municipalities to acquire goods and services through a duly formed New Jersey State 

Contracting system without advertising for bids; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford is in need of purchasing conference room 

tables and chairs for the new police headquarters; and 

 

WHEREAS, OFS Brands Inc of Huntingburg, IN was awarded State Contract 

#81635, for a period from 7/30/12 through 4/30/22 to provide such items; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units under the 

New Jersey State Contract Pricing System is authorized by the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Rutherford has (by a 

Certificate of Availability of Funds) certified, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1 et seq. and 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4, that funds for this purchase appropriated in Capital Budget account 

number C-04-20-352-612 are available. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, that the Borough of Rutherford purchase from OFS 

Brands Inc of Huntingburg, IN conference room tables and chairs for the new police 

headquarters in the amount of $55,549.38 to be charged to the account above or as 

otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to approve Resolution 53-2022, Awarding the 

Acquisition of Office Chairs for the New Police Headquarters in the amount of $35,146.72, 

seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10 authorizes 

municipalities to acquire goods and services through a duly formed New Jersey State 

Contracting system without advertising for bids; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford is in need of purchasing office chairs and 

courtroom seating for the new police headquarters; and 

 

WHEREAS, Exemplis Corporation of Cypress, CA was awarded State Contract 

#81711, for a period from 7/30/12 through 4/30/22 to provide such items; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units under the 

New Jersey State Contract Pricing System is authorized by the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Rutherford has (by a 

Certificate of Availability of Funds) certified, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1 et seq. and 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4, that funds for this purchase appropriated in Capital Budget account 

number C-04-20-352-612 are available. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, that the Borough of Rutherford purchase from 

Exemplis Corporation of Cypress, CA office chairs and courtroom seating for the new police 

headquarters in the amount of $34,146.72 to be charged to the account above or as 

otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

     * 

 

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to approve Resolution 54-2022, Awarding a 

Bid for a Police Department Command Center Console at the New Police Headquarters in 

the amount of $51,000.00, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

WHEREAS, bid specifications for a Police Department Command Center Console 

were advertised and bids were received on February 10, 2022, resulting in one bid; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the lowest responsive responsible bid was submitted by Business 

Furniture Incorporated of Elizabeth, New Jersey in the amount of $51,000.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the bid submitted by Business Furniture Incorporated of Elizabeth, 

New Jersey has been reviewed by the Borough Purchasing Agent and Police Chief and has 

been determined by the Borough Purchasing Agent to be the lowest conforming bid; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the best interest of 

the Borough of Rutherford to award the contract for a Police Department Command Center 

Console to Business Furniture Incorporated of Elizabeth, New Jersey in the amount of 

$51,000.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified in writing pursuant 

to N.J.A.C. 5:34-2 that funds for these refurbishments appropriated in 2020 Capital Budget 

account number C-04-20-352-612 are available. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Borough of Rutherford 

enter into an agreement with Business Furniture Incorporated of Elizabeth, New Jersey for 

a Police Department Command Center Console in the amount of $51,000.00 to be charged 

to the account above or as otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and Clerk are 

hereby authorized and directed to execute the contract for the same; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and 

directed to return the certified check or bid bond to the bidder whose bid was accepted upon 

receipt of a fully executed contract and other required documents. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 



MINUTES OF THE 1ST REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2022 

 

- 15 - 

 

 

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to approve Resolution 55-2022, Authorizing 

Employment Contract for Captain Sean Farrell, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

WHEREAS, on November 23, 2020 Lieutenant Sean Farrell was appointed Police 

Captain; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford (“Borough”) has negotiated an employment 

agreement with Police Captain Farrell; and 

 

WHEREAS, the employment agreement represents a fair and just agreement on 

behalf of the Borough and Police Captain Farrell;  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Mayor or Borough 

Administrator are hereby authorized to enter into the employment agreement with Police 

Captain Farrell for November 23, 2020 through December 31, 2025; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, by the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough of Rutherford authorize the Mayor or Borough Administrator to 

enter into employment contract with Police Captain Sean Farrell for November 23, 2020 

through December 31, 2025.   

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Mullahey thanked the Office of Emergency Management for their 

efforts during the recent storms and reminded all to thank the local Crossing Guards for 

their dedication during this cold snap. 

         

*      *      * 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

  

 Councilman Guzman made a motion to approve Resolution 56-2022, Awarding a 

Contract for Architectural Professional Services for Clara’s Tunnel in the amount of 

$19,676.00, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

WHEREAS, architectural professional services are necessary to provide a plan to 

complete aesthetic improvements of Clara’s Tunnel at 42 Park Avenue; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 permits awarding a contract for professional services 

without obtaining bids or quotes; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Mascioni & Behrmann of New York, New York has submitted a 

proposal to provide architectural professional services to complete aesthetic improvements 

of Clara’s Tunnel; and 
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WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has determined and certified in writing that the 

value of such services will equal or exceed $17,500.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford will therefor award such a contract through 

a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

  

WHEREAS, Mascioni & Behrmann has completed and submitted a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification which certifies that Mascioni & Behrmann has not made any 

reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Rutherford 

in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Mascioni & Behrmann from 

making any reportable contributions during the life of the contract; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Rutherford has (by a 

Certificate of Availability of Funds) certified, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.1 et seq. and 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4, that the funds, which are required by the Borough for said 

improvements, are available in the 2018 Capital Budget account # C-04-18-346-112. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Rutherford as follows: 

1. An award to perform services as the Borough’s architect for aesthetic 

improvements of Clara’s Tunnel is made to Mascioni & Behrmann of New York, 

New York at a proposed cost of $19,676.00 to be charged to the account above or 

as otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer.  

 

2. That the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the Determination of 

Value be placed on file with this resolution. 

 

Mayor Nunziato spoke in favor of this project and the grant assistance. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

       

*      *      * 

 

FIRE 

 

 Fire Company #2 to serve beer/wine at Fire Men’s Park on March 6, 2022 11:00 am – 

6:00 pm with a street closure - REMOVED 

 

     * 

 

 Councilman Cokeley made a motion to authorize, Union Truck & Bucket Co. 1 to 

attend South Amboy St. Patrick’s Day on Parade March 20, 2022, seconded by Councilman 

Goldsack. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 
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 As liaison to the Art Committee, Councilman Cokeley made a motion to authorize, 

Pride & Arts Festival & Flag Raising, June 4, 2022, seconded by Councilman Guzman. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Cokeley spoke about the Youth Arts Banner program 2022.  

        

*      *      * 

 

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 

 As liaison to the Historic Preservation, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson spoke about 

the Hoag Plaque and the story behind the plaque.   

 

 The Council provided comments in regards to the Hoag Plaque presentation; 

thanked the Historic Preservation and the Civil Rights Commission for their efforts. 

 

*      *      * 

 

RECREATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

 As liaison to Community Events, Councilman Goldsack made a motion to authorize, 

2022 Community Event Calendar, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

Shade Tree Arbor Day Festival 4/30/2022 

Repair Café 5/21/2022 (rd 5/22) 

Dining Out Closures - Wednesdays June, 2022 

   (6/1, 6/8, 6/15, 6/22 & 6/29) 

Fireworks 7/2/22 or 7/3/22 

National Night Out 8/2/2022 

Dining Out Closures - Wednesdays September, 2022 

                                  (9/14, 9/21, 9/28) 

Dining Out Closures - Saturday 10/1/22 

Halloween Ragamuffin Parade & Spooktacular 10/29/22 (rd 10/30) 

Holiday Parade/Tree Lighting/Holiday Village 11/26/2022 

 

Councilman Goldsack spoke about the Labor Day Street Fair. 

 

Mayor Nunziato spoke about costs for the Labor Day Street Fair specifically for 

security and the Council would be reviewing this event for the future. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 
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As liaison to Community Events, Councilman Goldsack made a motion to authorize, 

Michael Cassidy Shamrock & Run, March 12, 2022, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

Councilman Goldsack provided updates on his liaison assignments. 

 

     * 

 

The Borough Administrator provided an update on the timeline for in-person 

meetings to resume in the Council Chambers, looking at the March 28th meeting. 

      

*      *      * 

 

MAYOR’S AGENDA 

 

Appointments 

 

➢ Dominic Ferry – C3 Collection System Operator for 2022 at the annual rate of 

$4,500.00 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

      

     * 

 

➢ Chris Viola – Summer Camp Director 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Katie Walsh – Senior Camp Supervisor 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Sandy Maslag – Junior Camp Supervisor 
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Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Michele Rubbinaccio – Kinder Camp Supervisor 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Jaime Baffuto – Assistant Kinder Camp Supervisor 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     *  

  

 Mayor Nunziato made the following 2022 Committee appointments: 

 

➢ Rod Leith – Borough Historian 

 

* 

 

 Data and Science Analysis Committee 

• James Bogosian 

• Edward Gajda 

• John Ledwith 

• Hament Patel 

• Carla Penn 

• Greg Recine 

• Patrick Dunne Jr. 

• Bobbi Weigel 

 

* 

 

 Downhill Box Derby Committee 

• Paul Allshouse 

• Kim Bogosian 

• Alex Britez 
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• Ginny Coleman 

• Chris Conte 

• Jennifer Ersalesi 

• Sima Goldberg 

• Jeff Jordan 

• Dennis Mazone 

• Hamet Patel 

• Greg Recine 

 

* 

 

 Green Team Advisory Committee 

• Cynthia Chovan Dalton 

• Eileen Eastham 

• Chuck Eastham 

• Alethia Gomez 

• Brian Hanson-Harding 

• Carol Hsu 

• Brianna Nema 

• Greg Recine 

• Julia Siegel 

• Jijai Kumar 

• Marco Bradley 

• Rose Kervabon 

• Wendy Armacost 

• Karen Travellin 

 

*  

 

 Hackensack Meadowlands Municipal 

 

• Mayor Nunziato 

• Anthony Nicodemo – Mayor’s Alternate 

 

* 

 

 Municipal Alliance/Youth Advisory 

• Carla Penn 

• Al Anderson 

• Nick DeBari 

• Jeff Doorn 

• Frank Inglese 

• Robert Robinson 

• Julie Zeigler- Coordinator 

• Lauren Romzy 

 

* 
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 Recreation Advisory Committee 

 

• JiHee Bagnuolo 

• Christina Cole 

• Craig Erickson 

• Eddie Narucki 

• Martin Wisnioski 

 

* 

 

 Stigma-Free Committee 

 

• Kat Fanning 

• Joanne Fiume 

• Lena Merril 

• Dana Monaghan 

• Patricia Reid 

• Bethany Wloch-Rapetti 

• Cheryl Wloch-Rapetti 

 

* 

 

 Streetscape Committee 

 

• Mike Connallon 

• Thomas DiPietro 

• Rick Doren 

• Julio Izquierdo 

• Jefff Jordan 

• Juan Maldonado 

• Chuck Olivo 

• Manny Padron 

• Cori Verdino - Chairwoman 

 

* 

 

 Volunteer Committee 

 

• Matthew Ackermann 

• Ginny Bowers-Coleman 

• Patrick Dunn Jr.  

• Dana Monaghan 

 

*      *      * 

 

ORDINANCES ON 1st READING 

 

Police 
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Councilman Mullahey introduced the ordinance – establishing a 15-minute spot on 

Donaldson Avenue. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the Ordinance Title:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND 

REVISE CHAPTER 126 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD 

 

Councilman Mullahey a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and 

advertised according to law, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

Mayor Nunziato opened for Council discussion.   

 

Councilman Mullahey provided the reasoning behind the ordinance. 

 

Mayor Nunziato and Councilwoman McGowan thanked all involved for getting this 

done for the Social Service Director and recipients of the Food Pantry. 

 

As no other members of the Council wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Goldsack introduced the ordinance – amending the Borough 

Administrator Salary Ordinance. 

 

 The Borough Clerk read the Ordinance Title:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND 

SUPPLEMENT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 

EMPLOYMENT, TENURE AND DISCHARGE OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 

THE CIVIL SERVICE ACT (TITLE 11, N.J. REV. STAT.) OF NEW JERSEY, NO. 3594-21 

ADOPTED ON DECEMBER 28, 2021 

 

Councilman Goldsack a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and 

advertised according to law, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

Mayor Nunziato opened for Council discussion.   

 

As no members of the Council wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

*      *      * 

 

ORDINANCES ON 2nd READING 

 

Councilman Mullahey introduced the Salary Ordinance for Positions of Police Chief 

and Police Captain. 
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 The Borough Clerk read the Ordinance Title:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND 

SUPPLEMENT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 

EMPLOYMENT, TENURE AND DISCHARGE OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 

THE CIVIL SERVICE ACT (TITLE 11, NJ REV STAT) OF NEW JERSEY, NO. 3594-21 

ADOPTED ON DECEMBER 28, 2021 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD: 
 

SECTION 1.   That Ordinance No. 3594-21 adopted December 28, 2021 entitled “An Ordinance 
Regulating the Employment, Tenure and Discharge of Certain officers and Employees of the 
Borough of Rutherford, under the provision of the Civil Service Act (Title 11, NJ Rev Stat) of 
New Jersey” be and the same is hereby amended and supplemented to include the following 
provisions and salary rates: 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Police Captain:  The starting base salary of the Police Captain shall be no less than $163,000.00 
and no more than $199,000.00. 
 
Police Chief:  The starting base salary for the position of Police Chief shall be no less than 
$175,000.00 and no more than $230,000.00. 
 
SECTION 2.     All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed 
to the extent of such inconsistency.   
 

Councilman Mullahey a motion to approve the Ordinance on second reading and 

advertised according to law, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

Mayor Nunziato opened up for Public discussion. 

As no members of the public wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

Mayor Nunziato opened for Council discussion.   

 

As no members of the Council wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  Councilman Goldsack, Councilman Mullahey, 

Councilwoman McGowan, Councilman Cokeley, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson and 

Councilman Guzman voted aye. 

 

*      *      * 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

The Borough Clerk read the following Resolution: 
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 WHEREAS, the “Open Public Meetings Act” requires that a public body adopt a 

resolution at an open meeting before going into Closed Session to discuss a matter which 

excludes the public as permitted under Section 7b; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council will hold a 

closed meeting at 7:53 p.m. on Monday, February 14, 2022 in Borough Hall to discuss the 

following matters: 

➢ Contract Negotiation – Parker, Phase 2 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to go into Closed Session, seconded by 

Councilman Mullahey. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: all members present voted aye. 

  

*      *      * 

  

The meeting was called back to order by Mayor Nunziato at 8:16 p.m. with the 

following Council members present: 

Councilman Goldsack  

Councilman Mullahey – (via ZOOM) 

Councilman Cokeley – (via ZOOM)  

Councilwoman McGowan 

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson– (via ZOOM) 

Councilman Guzman – (via ZOOM)  

 
*      *      * 
  
 Councilman Goldsack made a motion to authorize, Redevelopment Attorney to 

prepare and ordinance for introduction at the next meeting related to the Parker 2 

Redevelopment, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 
The Borough Clerk read the roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 
      * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to adjourn at 8:17 p.m., seconded by 

Councilman Goldsack. 

  

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  Councilman Goldsack, Councilman Mullahey, 

Councilwoman McGowan, Councilman Cokeley, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson and 

Councilman Guzman voted aye. 

  

*      *      * 

                      

Margaret M. Scanlon
 _______________________
  Borough Clerk      


