
 

 

MINUTES OF THE 1ST MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

MAYOR & COUNCIL 

HELD MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nunziato at 6:36 p.m. with the 

following Council members present: 

    

Councilman Goldsack  

Councilman Mullahey – ( 

Councilman Cokeley – (via ZOOM) 

Councilwoman McGowan  

Councilman Guzman – (via ZOOM) 

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson - (via ZOOM)  

 

    * 

 

Also in attendance were the Borough Administrator Robert Kakoleski and 

Borough Attorneys John Bruno and Robert Ferraro.  

 

      * 

 

Mayor Nunziato asked those present to join him in a salute to the flag.   

        

*      *      * 

 

Borough Clerk Margaret Scanlon read the provisions of the Open Public 

Meetings Act. 

 

*      *      * 

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER’S REPORT – presented by Brian Intindola  

 

• Re-bidding for Tamblyn Field 

• Tamblyn Fieldhouse update 

• Storm Relief for Carneer/Grand/Insley 

• Paving Projects 

• Capital Projects 

 

Mayor Nunziato spoke about the flooding issues at the specified areas; 

possible solutions and source of funding for said project. 

 

*      *      * 
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REVIEW CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to accept the agenda as amended, 

seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

• President of the Council – add – Resolution 22-2022 – Authorizing 

Assessor and Tax Appeal Counsel to settle tax appeals within 

formulated parameters and file tax appeals on behalf of the Borough 

• Fire – add – Acceptance of Matthew Kuznia to Union Truck & Bucket 

Co. 1 as full-time member 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

*      *      * 

 

HEARING OF CITIZENS 

 

Mayor Nunziato opened up the hearing of citizens. 

 

Adam Szura, 94 Vreeland Avenue – (via telephone conference) – spoke about 

tax relief in the budget; asked about the Borough’s ban on in-person group 

meetings, was it for all groups. 

 

As no other citizens wished to speak, the hearing was closed. 

 

Councilman Goldsack responded to the tax revenue being a single revenue 

not annual. 

 

Councilwoman McGowan commented on the budget process. 

 

*      *      * 

 

PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

 

 Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the, Regular Meeting 

Minutes of December 28, 2021, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  Councilman Goldsack, Councilman 

Mullahey, Councilwoman McGowan, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson, Councilman 

Guzman voted aye.  Councilman Cokeley abstained. 

 

       * 
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Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve Resolution 22-2022, 

Authorizing Assessor and Tax Appeal Counsel to Settle Tax Appeals within 

Formulated Paraments and File Tax Appeals on Behalf of the Borough, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council of the Borough o Rutherford (“Borough”) 

has determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to formulate 

parameters related to municipal tax appeal settlements and refunds mechanism; 

and 

  

 WHEREAS, the following tax appeal settlement parameters are 

recommended by the Borough’s tax appeal counsel, the tax assessor and its Finance 

Borough Council Representative; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor & Council of the 

Borough of Rutherford, that: 

 

1.  The Tax Assessor is hereby authorized to settle Borough municipal tax 

appeals without any other approval process, where the projected refund 

amount for the tax year in question does not exceed the amount of Fifteen 

Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00). 

2. The Tax Assessor, along with the Borough Tax Appeal Attorney, Borough 

Administrator and Borough Council Representative are hereby authorized 

to settle the Borough’s municipal tax appeals without any other approval 

process, where the refund amount for the tax year in question is no more 

than Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00). 

3. Any municipal tax appeal settlements were where the annual tax year 

refund amount exceeds the Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) 

threshold shall require full Mayor & Council prior written approval before 

finalization. 

4. This Resolution further provided that the tax assessor, along with the 

Borough’s tax appeal attorney, if necessary, is authorized to file counter-

claims, added/omitted/partial assessments or other assessment valuation 

efforts as the tax assessor sees fit in his capacity as Borough tax assessor 

in order to properly maintain the Borough’s tax assessment valuation 

base without any additional resolution approval. 

   

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

      

*      *      * 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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Councilman Goldsack made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Items, 

seconded by Councilman Guzman; unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

      * 

 

Finance: 

 

➢ Payment of Bills 

 

RESOLVED: That bills in the amount of $4,393,430.64 from the following 

funds/accounts: 

 

  

Current Fund  $2,905,338.64   

Current Fund– 1/6/2022 Payroll #1  566,783.23 

General Capital Fund  906,538.19 

Federal and State Grant Fund  4,976.71 

General Trust Fund  9,793.87 

   

  $4,393,430.64 

 

 and itemized on the attached sheets be passed for payment, warrants drawn 

and charged to the accounts identified.  A complete list of these bills is on file with 

the Borough Clerk.  

 

      * 

 

Police:  

 

➢ Resolution 21-2022 – BPOE #547 Rutherford Lodge Off-Premises 50/50 Raffle 

 

WHEREAS, certain organizations have applied for a Raffle/Bingo License and have 

been approved by the Police Chief and paid the required fees; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that License be issued to: 

 

            BPOE #547 Rutherford Lodge  Off Premises 50/50 Raffle 

       

*      *      * 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

FINANCE 
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 Councilwoman McGowan spoke about the upcoming 2022 Budget as well as 

provided updates on her liaison assignments. 

 

*      *      * 

 

POLICE 

  

 Councilman Mullahey made a motion to authorize, Job Posting for Clerk 1 in 

the Police Records Department, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

             

*      *      * 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

  

 Councilman Guzman thanked the Department of Public Works for their 

efforts during the recent winter storm. 

       

*      *      * 

 

FIRE 

 

 Councilman Cokeley thanked the outgoing and incoming Fire Chiefs for their 

efforts this past year.  Mayor Nunziato thanked the outgoing Fire Chief Dennis 

Gentile and incoming Fire Chief Tom Twist and all of the Fire Chiefs for their 

efforts as well. 

 

      *  

 

 Councilman Cokeley made a motion to accept, Matthew Kuznia to Union 

Truck & Bucket Co. 1, seconded by Councilman Mullahey. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Cokeley provided an update on his Art Committee liaison 

assignment.  

          

*      *      * 

 

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES 
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 Councilwoman Begg-Roberson thanked the Department of Public Works for 

their efforts during the recent winter storm. 

 

*      *      * 

 

RECREATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

 Councilman Goldsack provided an update on his liaison assignments and his 

plan going forward. 

 

 Mayor Nunziato spoke about the possibility of an outdoor skating rink. 

      

*      *      * 

 

MAYOR’S AGENDA 

 

Appointments 

  

➢ Council Liaison Assignments 

 

Mayor Nunziato 

NJ Sports & Exposition Authority 

Streetscape/Economic Development 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Mullahey 

Board of Education 

Board of Health 

Crossing Guards 

Municipal Court 

OEM 

Pedestrian Safety 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 



MINUTES OF THE 1ST REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2022 

 

- 7 - 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Cokeley 

Art Committee 

Board of Adjustment 

Civil Rights Commission 

Data and Science Analysis 

Local Assistance Board 

Rent Board 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Guzman 

Environmental & Recycling 

Felician University 

Green Team 

Library Board 

Technology Upgrade 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan 

55 Kip Center 

Access for All 

Ambulance Corp. 

Citizens Finance 

Municipal Alliance 

Stigma Free 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilman Guzman. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 
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     * 

 

Councilman Goldsack 

Community Events 

Planning Board 

Public Information 

Recreation Advisory 

Shade Tree Commission 

 

Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve the appointments, 

seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson 

Green Acres 

Historic Preservation 

Nereid Boat Club 

Passaic River Coalition 

Volunteer/Community Quality of Life 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     *  

 

➢ Professional Services 

 

 

➢ Bruno & Ferraro – Borough Attorney 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Neglia Engineering – Borough Engineer and Borough Planner 
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Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Lerch, Vinci & Higgins – Borough Auditor 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Bruno Associates – Grant Writer 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri & Jacobs - Labor Counsel 

 

Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve the appointment, 

seconded by Councilman Guzman. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  Councilman Mullahey, Councilwoman 

McGowan, Councilman Cokeley, Councilman Guzman and Councilwoman Begg-

Roberson voted aye.  Councilman Goldsack abstained. 

 

     * 

 

➢ LaPorta & LaPorta – Special Counsel 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 
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➢ Rosario Presti, Jr., Esq. – Municipal Prosecutor 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ McNerney & Associates – Tax Appraiser 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ PIA –Producer Consultant/Risk Manager 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointment, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ Special Law Enforcement Officers for 2022 in accordance with the rules and 

regulations of the State of New Jersey Civil Service Commission 

• Kareen Mansour 

• Kacper Gozdek 

• Talin Batra 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

Chief Russo spoke about the newly hired SLEO’s. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

      

     * 

 

➢ 2022 Traffic Guards 
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• John Bewighouse 

• Michelle Deluca 

• Vincent Famularo 

• Margaret Flynn 

• Joseph Irianne 

• Peter Schiro 

• Gail Wilhem 

• Anna Marie Campbell 

• Paola Dunn 

• George Fitzgerald 

• Michael Gardner 

• Colan McNeill 

• Russell Snyder, Sr.  

• Robert Cole 

• George Essbach 

• Dennis Fitzsimons 

• Rosalie Haebler 

• Mary Ann Piekarz 

• Matt Weinbrecht 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

 

     * 

 

➢ 2022 Alternate Traffic Guards 

• Randall Anderson 

• Joyce Stempien 

• Vincent Calabrese 

• Gloria Soyangco 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded 

by Councilwoman McGowan. 

     

The Borough Clerk read the roll call:  unanimously approved on roll call. 

          

*      *      * 

 

ORDINANCES ON 1st READING 

 

Police 
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Councilman Mullahey introduced the ordinance – establishing a handicap 

spot on Morse Avenue. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the Ordinance Title:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND 
REVISE CHAPTER 126 “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD 

 

Councilman Mullahey a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading 

and advertised according to law, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

Mayor Nunziato opened for Council discussion.   

 

As no members of the Council wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  all members present voted aye. 

 

*      *      * 

 

ORDINANCES ON 2nd READING 

 

*      *      * 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to adjourn at 7:14 p.m., seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

  

The Borough Clerk read roll call:  Councilman Goldsack, Councilman Cokeley 

Councilman Mullahey, Councilwoman McGowan, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson 

and Councilman Guzman, voted aye. 

  

*      *      * 

                      

Margaret M. Scanlon
 _______________________
  Borough Clerk      

 
 

 

 

 


