
 

 

 MINUTES OF THE 2nd MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

MAYOR & COUNCIL 

HELD MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Nunziato at 6:31 p.m. with the following 

Council members present: 

    

Councilman Goldsack 

Councilwoman McGowan 

Councilman Cokeley  

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson  

Councilman Guzman  

 

Councilman Mullahey - absent 

 

 * 

 

Also, in attendance were the Borough Administrator Robert Kakoleski and Borough 

Attorney Robert Ferraro. 

     

      * 

 

Mayor Nunziato asked those present to join him in a salute to the flag.  

 

*      *      * 

 

Borough Clerk Margaret Scanlon read the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Law. 

 

*      *      * 

 

REVIEW CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

 

 Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the Agenda as amended, seconded by 

Councilman Guzman. 

 

➢ Finance – Revised Resolution 192-2022 

➢ Public Works – add Resolution 195-2022 – Award of Contract for Clara’s Tunnel 

Transit Village Project 

➢ Mayoral appointments – add:  Fall Soccer Staff 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

*      *      * 

  

HEARING OF CITIZENS 
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Mayor Nunziato opened up the hearing of citizens. 

 

Allie Siegel, 32 Grand Avenue – asked for a painted cross walk at the intersection of East 

Van Ness Avenue and Lincoln Avenue near Pierrepont School. 

 

Adam Szura, 94 Vreeland Avenue – commended the efforts put forth towards the  

Rutherford Day Event; shared his concerns in regards to the demolition of the Borough Annex 

building and concerns about the comments made at a past meeting by the Borough Engineer. 

  

Greg Recine, 38 Sylvan Street – thanked all for their efforts in making the school areas 

safer with signage. 

 

As no other members of the public wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

Councilman Cokeley agreed with Ms. Siegel that the intersection needed more attention 

and asked the Police Chief to review the matter. 

 

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson thanked Ms. Siegel for speaking and appreciated her 

bravery. 

 

Mayor Nunziato agreed with Ms. Siegel’s request regarding said intersection and would 

address the matter with the Police and noted her bravery as well. 

 

*      *      * 

 

PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

 

 Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of 

September 12, 2022, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve Resolution 194-2022, Permitting Open 

Containers in Certain Areas on October 1, 2022, seconded by Councilman Cokeley. 

 

WHEREAS, there is a Borough Event on October 1, 2022 for the Borough Dining Out 

Finale, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to relax the open container provisions of Section 7-8 of 

the Borough Code in conjunction with this event;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council that 

open containers shall be permitted on Park Avenue between the Southerly side of Ames Avenue 



MINUTES OF THE 2nd REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 

 
 

- 3 - 

 

and the northerly side of East and West Passaic Avenues on October 1, 2022 between the hours 

6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

     

*      *      * 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda Items, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan; all members present voted aye. 

 

      * 

Finance: 

 

➢ Payment of Bills 

 

RESOLVED: That bills in the amount of $1,509,175.23 from the following funds/accounts: 

 

  

Current Fund  $   504,950.80   

Current Fund– 9/15/2022 Payroll #19  543,844.82 

General Capital Fund  435,852.83 

Federal & State Grant Fund  5,193.00 

General Trust Fund  19,333.78 

   

  $1,509,175.23 

 

  and itemized on the attached sheets be passed for payment, warrants drawn and charged 

to the accounts identified.  A complete list of these bills is on file with the Borough Clerk.  

      

      * 

 

Police: 

 

➢ Authorized:  Block Party: 

 

• Maple Street - October 22, 2022 (r/d 10/23) 

• West Newell Avenue - October 22, 2022 (r/d 10/23) 

 

* 

 

➢ Resolution: 193-2022 – Raffle Licenses:  Rutherford Education Foundation Off-

Premises 50/50 Raffle 
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WHEREAS, certain organizations have applied for a Raffle/Bingo License and have been 

approved by the Police Chief and paid the required fees; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that License be issued to: 

              

 Rutherford Education Foundation   Off-Premises 50/50 

  

      * 
 

President of the Council: 

 

➢ Resolution:  188-2022 – Appointing Municipal Representatives to the Bergen 

County Community Development Regional Committee  
 

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Rutherford has entered into a three-year Cooperative 

Agreement with the County of Bergen as provided under the Interlocal Services Act N.J.S.A. 

40A:8a-1 et seq. and Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974; and 

 

WHEREAS, said Agreement requires that the Municipal Council to appoint a representative and 

alternate and that the Mayor appoint a representative and alternate for the FY 2022-2023 term 

starting July 1, 2022 and ending on June 30, 2023. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Council hereby appoints Bob 

Kakoleski as its representative and Rose Inguanti as its alternate and that the Mayor hereby 

appoints Councilwoman Maria Begg-Roberson as his/her representative and Councilman Ray 

Guzman as his/her alternate to serve on the Community Development Regional Committee for 

FY 2022-2023; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an original, certified copy of this resolution be 

immediately emailed and sent via postage to Robert G. Esposito, Director; Bergen County 

Division of Community Development; One Bergen County Plaza, Fourth Floor; Hackensack, 

New Jersey 07601 | resposito@co.bergen.nj.us as soon as possible. 

 

*      *      * 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

FINANCE 

 

 Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve Resolution 189-2022, Smith-Sondy 

Asphalt Change Order #1 for the 2021 Road Program in the amount of $103,152.11, 

seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford, by Resolution No. 166-2021 awarded to Smith-

Sondy Asphalt a contract in the amount of $591,419.55 (the "Contract Price") for the 2021 Road 

Improvement Program; and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has proposed a Change Order for an increase in the 

amount of $103,152.11; and 

 

WHEREAS, Borough Engineer is recommending the approval by the Governing Body 

of Change Order No. 1; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has provided to the Governing Body a 

certificate in writing pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:34-2 that funds are available for the subject matter of 

this resolution. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford does hereby authorize the execution by the Borough Administrator of Change Order 

No. 1 pursuant to which the Contract Price will be increased by $103,152.11, from $591,419.55 

to $694,571.66. (the "Amended Contract Price"). 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve Resolution 192-2022, Authorizing 

Final Payout of Contractually Earned Accrued Time to Eleanor Molan, seconded by 

Councilwoman Begg-Roberson. 

 

WHEREAS, Eleanor Molan retired from her position with the Borough of Rutherford 

effective September 1, 2022; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Ms. Molan accrued 9.5 prorated unused vacation days and 51.0 sick days as 

maintained by the Police Department and verified with the Borough Clerk; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ms. Molan is entitled to be compensated for 9.5 vacation days, pursuant to 

the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Borough of Rutherford and Rutherford 

Employees’ Union AFSCME New Jersey, Local 2420; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ms. Molan did have 30 years of service with the Borough of Rutherford 

and is eligible for compensation of 75% of her sick days totaling 38.50 days, pursuant to the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Borough of Rutherford and Rutherford 

Employees’ Union AFSCME New Jersey, Local 2420; and 

 

WHEREAS, based on a daily rate of $ 266.77, the amount owed to Ms. Molan is 

$12,804.96 for 48.0 unused vacation and sick days, to be paid after execution of this Resolution; 

and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby 

authorized and directed to make payment in the aggregate amount of $12,804.96 to Ms. Molan in 
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accordance with the Collective Bargaining Agreement in 2022 and Borough policies for such 

payouts. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford that, based upon Article XVI of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the 

Borough and Rutherford Employees’ Union AFSCME New Jersey, Local 2420 Ms. Molan is 

eligible for Borough provided Health Benefits following her retirement.  

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan provided updates on her liaison assignments.   

      

*      *      * 

 

POLICE 

 

 Mayor Nunziato thanked the Police Department for their efforts during this challenging 

past week. 

 

*      *      * 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

  

 Councilman Guzman made a motion to approve Resolution 190-2022, Awarding a 

Cooperative Contract to Mall Chevrolet for a 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe in the amount of 

$44,036.99, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan.   

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10, authorizes a 

municipality to enter into a cooperative pricing agreement by resolution to acquire goods and 

services without advertising for bids; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford has a need to acquire a 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe 

4WD vehicle for use by the Department of Public Works; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mall Chevrolet of Cherry Hill, New Jersey was awarded Educational 

Services Commission of New Jersey Pricing Contract #20/21-09, from 9/15/2020 to 9/14/2023 to 

provide such a vehicle; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units under New 

Jersey State approved contracting systems is authorized by the Local Public Contracts Law, 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds for this 

acquisition in the amount of $44,036.99 appropriated in 2022 Capital Budget account C-04-22-

361-021 are available. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, that the Borough of Rutherford enter into an agreement 

with Mall Chevrolet of Cherry Hill, New Jersey to supply one 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe 4WD 

vehicle in the amount of $44,036.99 to be charged to the account above or as otherwise 

determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer.      

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Guzman made a motion to approve Resolution 191-2022, Approving 

Bergen County Co-Op Contract to Statewide Striping Co. for Thermoplastic Traffic 

Markings, seconded by Councilwoman Begg-Roberson.   

 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10, authorizes a 

municipality to enter into a cooperative pricing agreement by resolution to acquire goods and 

services without advertising for bids; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford has a need to purchase, on a timely basis, goods 

or services utilizing Bergen County Co-operative contracts during 2022; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rutherford has utilized or plans to utilize Statewide 

Striping Co. as an authorized vendor under Bergen County Co-operative Contract #22-20 to 

provide hot extruded and spray thermoplastic traffic markings, such transactions shall be subject 

to all conditions applicable to the Co-operative Contract. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 

Rutherford, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Borough Purchasing Agent is hereby 

authorized to purchase goods or services in 2022 from Statewide Striping Co. pursuant to all 

conditions of Bergen County Co-operative Contract #22-20; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5(b), prior to placing 

any order for goods or services in accordance with this Resolution, a certification of available 

funds shall be executed by the Chief Financial Officer and attached to the file copy of the 

purchase order or other similar document. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Councilman Guzman made a motion to approve Resolution 195-2022, Award of 

Contract for Clara’s Tunnel Transit Village Project, seconded by Councilman Cokeley. 
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WHEREAS, bid specifications for the Clara’s Tunnel Transit Village Project were 

advertised and bids were due on September 1, 2022, which resulted in no bids being received; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, bid specifications for the Clara’s Tunnel Transit Village Project were re-

advertised and bids were due on September 20, 2022, which resulted in one bid being received; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the lowest responsive responsible bid was submitted by Lexcel 

Management Services, LLC of Rutherford, New Jersey in the Base Bid amount of $195,890.00; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the bid submitted by Lexcel Management Services, LLC of Rutherford, 

New Jersey has been reviewed by the Borough Engineer and has been determined to be the 

lowest conforming bid; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the best interest of the 

Borough of Rutherford to award the contract for the Clara’s Tunnel Transit Village Project to 

Lexcel Management Services, LLC of Rutherford, New Jersey in the Base Bid amount of 

$195,890.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified in writing pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 5:34-2 that funds for Clara’s Tunnel Transit Village Project are available in 2019 

Capital Budget account number C-04-19-349-812, 2020 Capital Budget account number C-04-

20-352-512 and Grant Budget account number G-02-40-213-810. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Rutherford, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Borough of Rutherford 

enter into an agreement with Lexcel Management Services, LLC of Rutherford, New Jersey for 

the Clara’s Tunnel Transit Village Project in the Base Bid amount of $195,890.00 to be charged 

to the accounts above or as otherwise determined to be correct by the Chief Financial Officer; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and Clerk are hereby 

authorized and directed to execute the contract for the same. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye.  

 

     * 

 

Councilman Guzman advised of the upcoming Repair Café, Saturday, October 2, 2022. 

      

*      *      * 

 

FIRE 
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 As liaison to the Board of Adjustment, Councilman Cokeley made a motion to accept, 

Annual Board Adjustment Report, seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

 Councilman Cokeley advised said report was available on-line. 

  

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye.  

 

     * 

 

 As liaison to the Board of Adjustment, Councilman Cokeley made a motion to 

authorize, Borough Attorney to prepare ordinance for zoning change recommended by the 

Board of Adjustment and accepted by the Planning Board (refer to the Planning Board 

Secretary letter 9/20/2022), seconded by Councilman Goldsack. 

 

 Councilman Cokeley explained this would extend the historic district. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye.  

 

     * 

 

Councilman Cokeley thanked all for their efforts in the Rutherford Day Event. 

           

*      *      * 

 

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 

 Councilwoman Begg-Roberson thanked all involved in Rutherford Day.  

 

*      *      * 

 

RECREATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

  

 As liaison to the Shade Tree Commission, Councilman Goldsack made a motion to 

authorize, Planting of a tree and dedication plaque:  In memory of Tyler Stoica in Memorial 

Field, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     *  

 

As liaison to the Shade Tree Commission, Councilman Goldsack made a motion to 

authorize, Planting of a tree and dedication plaque:  St. Mary HS Class of 1971 in Van 

Winkle Park, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 
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     * 

 

As liaison to the Planning Board, Councilman Goldsack made a motion to authorize, 

Council’s support for Planning Board’s consideration of extending the Ridge Road historic 

district (refer to Planning Board Secretary letter dates 9/20/2022), seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

*      *      * 

 

MAYOR’S AGENDA 

 

➢ Fall Soccer Seasonal Staff 

 

• Alex Tran 

• Joaquin Narucki 

• Max Gastelu 

 

Councilman Goldsack made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded by 

Councilwoman McGowan. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

     * 

 

Mayor Nunziato thanked all involved with the Rutherford Day Event. 

 

*      *      * 

 

HEARING OF CITIZENS (agenda items only) 

 

 Mayor Nunziato opened up for public hearing. 

 

 As no members of the public wished to speak, the hearing was then closed.  

  

*      *      * 

 

ORDINANCES 1st READING 

 

Fire 

 

Councilman Cokeley the ordinance – amending the salary ordinance for Fire 

Prevention Specialist. 

 



MINUTES OF THE 2nd REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 

 
 

- 11 - 

 

The Borough Clerk read the Ordinance Title:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND 

SUPPLEMENT AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE 

EMPLOYMENT, TENURE AND DISCHARGE OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD, UNDER THE PROVISIONS 

OF THE CIVIL SERVICE ACT (TITLE 11, NJ REV STAT) OF NEW JERSEY, NO. 

3615-22 ADOPTED ON JUNE 27, 2022 

 

Councilman Cokeley made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and 

advertised according to law, seconded by Councilwoman McGowan. 

Mayor Nunziato opened for Council discussion.   

 

Councilman Cokeley provided the reasoning for the ordinance. 

 

As no other members of the Council wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

      * 

 

Police 

 

Councilwoman McGowan introduced the ordinance – amending vehicle parking 

regulations on Chestnut Street and Ames Avenue. 

 

The Borough Clerk read the Ordinance Title:  AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND 

REVISE CHAPTER 126 "VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC" OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF RUTHERFORD 

 

Councilwoman McGowan made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading 

and advertised according to law, seconded by Councilman Cokeley. 

Mayor Nunziato opened for Council discussion.   

 

As no members of the Council wished to speak, the hearing was then closed. 

 

The Borough Clerk read roll call: all members present voted aye. 

 

      * 

 

ORDINANCES 2nd READING   

 

*      *      * 

 

Councilwoman McGowan moved the motion to adjourn at 6:57 p.m., seconded by 

Councilman Goldsack. 



MINUTES OF THE 2nd REGULAR MEETING MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2022 

 
 

- 12 - 

 

  

The Borough Clerk read the roll call: Councilman Goldsack, Councilman Guzman, 

Councilwoman McGowan, Councilwoman Begg-Roberson and Councilman Cokeley voted aye. 

  

*      *      * 

 

Margaret M. Scanlon
 _______________________
  Borough Clerk      

 


